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Going Outside the Dots 


The above diagram was once submitted to a 
group of mathematicians with the request that 
they take a pen and cross out each dot, using 
only four straight lines to do so and not taking 
the pen from the paper. 

After a time it was agreed that this was im- 
possible to accomplish. Then, while they 
watched, the solution was given: 








At this they exclaimed: “Yes, but you went 
outside the dots.”” But no where was it ever said 
that one might not go outside the dots and the 
solution lay in doing just that. 


It has been estimated that, should no more 
people be born into the world, at the present 
rate of evangelism it would take 3,333 years to 
reach the entire world. 


But, people are being born and we are con- 
fronted with the overwhelming fact that the 
biological growth of the world is four times 
that of the spiritual birth rate. In other words, 
according to present statistics only one person 
in four now being born will eventually become 
a Christian. 
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Any tendency to regard the annual reports of 
Church growth with complacency is folly. Fo 
entirely too long Protestantism has accepted 
with too little concern the ineffectiveness of lo- 
cal and world-wide evangelistic efforts. Having 
at hand the God-given tools for winning souls 
we have turned to secondary activities, or even 
to utterly futile and false methods, hoping there- 
by to bring in the Kingdom of God. 


The dots of man-conceived activities and reme- 
dies are to be seen everywhere. We must go 
outside these dots with their human limitations 
and look to God for the supernatural message 
and methods whereby alone the world can be 
evangelized. 


At the very first must be recognized our need 
for and dependence on the power of the Holy 
Spirit. The early disciples, blessed as so few 
have ever been with a first-hand personal ex- 
perience with Christ, were commanded not to 
leave Jerusalem until the Holy Spirit had come 
upon them. They were told that power fon 
service comes alone from Him. 


In the second place, there is but one Christ 
to preach, the Christ revealed in the Bible. 


Again, there is but one Gospel, that Christ 
died for our sins according to the Scriptures, 
and that He arose again from the dead for om 
justification. 


Furthermore, there is but one Book to preach 
the Holy Scriptures which prove truly the Sword 
of the Spirit in the hands of those who believe 
and use them. 


Finally, there is a divine access to wisdom, 
guidance, and power without which all of our 
efforts fail miserably, preyer importunate and 
earnest prayer. 


All of these aspects of effective Christian 
work have their roots in the supernatural Christ 
and His plan for us. Because of this they lie 
outside the dots of human attainment. In work 
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for a supernatural God only those methods which 
rely on His supernatural power can possibly suc- 
ceed. When we search our own hearts and 
examine our own methods we are convicted of 
our failure to use God’s tools in God’s way. 


Our programs, plans, methods, yes, and those 
of us who do the work, will find that ultimate 
success (as God counts success) resides in giv- 
ing primary place to the things which God has 
put first; and as we read the Scriptures we 
come face to face with the sobering fact that 
only as man submits himself and his message 
to these clearly revealed truths can he hope to 
see God’s Kingdom come. 


We can “limit the Holy One of Israel” by 
our own foolishness, or we can go outside the 
dots of human reason and see a glorious work 
for the supernatural God accomplished in His 
Own supernatural way. 

—L. N. B. 





Judge Not 


We ignore Jesus’ story of the mote in our 
brother’s eye while we carry a beam in our own. 
The folly of judging others besets every person 
trying to live a Christian life. It is easy to see 
our neighbor’s faults and very hard to criticize 
ourselves. 


Our Lord warned against passing judgment 
on the sins of others. Only God on His throne 
sits in judgment. He not only judges our neigh- 
bors but He judges ourselves. He taught us 
to love one another, not to criticize one another. 


To remove the mote from our brother’s eye, 
we must be perfect and no man is perfect, no 
person is without sin. Our faults elude us. We 
whisper to our friends about the splinter in our 
neighbor’s eye and are blinded by the two-by- 
four scantling in our own eye. This simple 
story of the mote and beam applies to every 
man, we are all guilty. We hear Christ’s law, 
“Judge not,” violated almost every day. The 
chief topic of many conversations is what's 
wrong with So-and-so. 


In private talk-fests, public meetings and even 
courts of the church, you will hear the same 
thing: individuals and groups are measured and 
and strung up. If we have a notion that a 
brother is wrong in his acts or attitude, our 
Lord would prefer that we speak to him private- 
ly instead of broadcasting it. We must first 





confess our own faults, otherwise we should 
keep our mouths shut until we take it to the 
Lord in prayer. 


It is human weakness, as Jesus knew, for man 
to assume a “holier than thou” position in deal- 
ing with others. And this weakness requires the 
love of God to control and overcome. It is true 
that there is a time and place for everything. 
When the time comes for you to warn an erring 
brother make certain that the method is ap- 
proved by God and the entire matter is directed 
by the Holy Spirit. Public display, discussion 
or knowledge of such an act will not help the 
brother to find the right path. What you wish 
to say may be true and may be needed, but be- 
ware the time and place. Such an act should 
not be done for the purpose of making a hero 
out of yourself so that your friends will cheer 
and say how brilliant you are. 


“Thou hypocrite, first cast out the beam in 
thine own eye,” and then you can speak for 
God. 


“Judge not, that ye be not judged,” was spo- 
ken by the Master for everyone including you. 
There’s no exception. 

—Ralph Brewer 











Gentlemen: 


There is no place in Protestant journalism for a 
hate magazine such as yours. Your attempts to 
cover up this hate with pious utterances is remi- 
niscent of Jeremiah’s condemnation of Temple 
worship in Jeremiah 7. Certainly here in Arkansas 
we are deluged with enough bigoted hate literature 
and utterances without hearing more from the 
dissident voices of the Presbyterian Church, U.S., 
whose genuine voice in the Outlook is good to hear. 


Thank you for removing this name from your 
mailing list. 


E. Edward Thwaites, Jr. 
Assistant Pastor 

First Presbyterian Church 
Fayetteville, Ark. 
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Can The Church Sanction Adultery ? 


By the Rev. T. L. Casey 


There are at the utmost only two grounds of 
divorce legitimated in the New Testament. One 
of these is adultery, according to the teaching 
of our Lord in Matthew 19:9 (cf. Matthew 5: 
31-32). The other only possible ground of di- 
vorce is that kind of desertion of which Paul 
speaks in I Corinthians 7:15 (The desertion of 
a believing spouse by an unbelieving partner) , 
and which the Westminster Confession of Faith 
construes as “such willful desertion as can no 
way be remedied by the Church or civil magi- 
erate..." 


It follows therefore, that according to the 
New Testament, dissolution of the marriage 
bond on any other ground is unlawful, and 
that even if the law of the State permits or 
grants divorce on other grounds, according to 
the law of Scripture such divorce does not dis- 
solve the bond of marriage and the persons con- 
cerned are still in the sight of God man and 
wife. 


It is a tragedy that the Presbyterian Church 
in the United States in its proposed Revision 
of Chapter Twenty-six of its Confession of Faith 
dealing with Marriage and Divorce makes no 
explicit mention of these Biblical grounds for 
divorce, but says instead, “yet only in cases of 
extreme, unrepented-of, and irremediable un- 
faithfulness (physical or spiritual) should sepa- 
ration or divorce be considered.” This leaves 
the doors of divorce wide open for all sorts of 
physical or spiritual unfaithfulness, so long as 
it may be construed as “extreme, unrepented-of, 
and irremediable.” The failure here to define 
precisely the only Biblical grounds of divorce is 
an evident departure from the Bible, our only 
infallible Rule of Faith and Practice. 


The proposed Revision of Chapter Twenty- 
Six of the Confession of Faith proceeds in the 
next section to say: “The remarriage of di- 
vorced persons may be sanctioned by the Church 
in keeping with the redemptive Gospel of 
Christ, when sufficient penitence for sin and 
failure is evident, and a firm purpose of and 
endeavor after Christian marriage is manifested.” 
It should be clear from Scripture that the remar- 
riage of the innocent party to a divorce on either 
of the two grounds mentioned above is legiti- 
mate. Since the marriage had been properly 
dissolved that marriage no longer exists, and the 
innocent party at least is at liberty to remarry 
as if the offending party were dead. 


But, as we have found, the preceding section 
does not define or restrict the grounds of lawful 
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divorce to those given in the New Testament, 
but leaves the door open for other types of un- 
faithfulness physical or spiritual. ‘Therefore, 
Section Six with which we are now concerned 
clearly implies that the remarriage of persons 
divorced on grounds other than those made 
legitimate by Scripture may be sanctioned by 
the Church. And this means that the Church 
would arrogate to itself the right to approve 
the remarriage to another party of persons who 
according to Scripture are still man and wife. 
In other words, and to put the matter very plain- 
ly, the Church will be sanctioning adultery. 


This sanctioning of the remarriage of per- 
sons divorced on grounds other than those pro- 
vided for in Scripture is made plausible by ap 
peal to the “redemptive Gospel of Christ” and 
the penitence of the persons concerned. But 
we are compelled to ask the question what pos. 
sible bearing do the facts of penitence and the 
provisions of the Gospel of Grace have upon 
the question of the legitimacy of remarriage? 
When we are dealing with the question of the 
lawfulness of divorce and remarriage in terms 
of Biblical precept, as we are here, it should 
be quite apparent that penitence to the fullest 
extent of the Gospel cannot change the fact that 
a divorce was unlawful, or make remarriage 
proper, if entered upon by those divorced on un- 
Biblical grounds. 


It is very likely that the framers of this section 
(Six) were confusing the grounds upon which 
a person may be received into the membership 
of the Church, with the grounds upon which 
remarriage may be deemed proper. It is quite 
true that however notorious may have been the 
sins committed by an individual, these past sins 
are no bar to reception into membership of the 
Church when there is evidence of repentance 
and faith in the Redeemer. 


It should be borne in mind, however, that 1! 
the person seeking membership has been guilt) 
of securing a divorce on un-Biblical grounds 
the Church should require, as a token of his 
genuine repentance, that he use all reasonable 
measures to resume marital relations with the 
person who is still, according to the law of Scrip- 
ture, his wife. If this is true with reference to 
Church membership, how much more should 
the same requirement apply to the case of di- 
vorced persons who might be contemplating 
what in reality would be adulterous remarriag¢ 
Far from sanctioning such a marriage, th 
Church should do all in its power to dissuad 
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the parties from such an unholy course, and 
should seek by every proper means to persuade 
them, if at all possible, to return to those who 
are still in God’s sight their lawful spouses. Re- 
marriage by one or both parties divorced on 
anv other than Biblical grounds involves adul- 
tery. Will the Church plead the Gospel of Grace 
of God into lasciviousness? No, it is only a 
miserable subterfuge to introduce in this connec- 
tion any appeal to the “redemptive Gospel of 
Christ” and to “penitence”. 


It should be of the gravest concern to all 
ministers of the Presbyterian Church in the U. 
S. that in the proposed additions to the Directory 


for Worship, Book of Church Order, it is re- 
quired that “The minister shall carefully in- 
struct the couple in the Standards of our Church 
as set forth in Chapter XXVI of the Confesston 
of Faith...’ This means that ministers will be 
required to include what is set forth in the two 
sections with which we have been dealing. And 
this in turn carries with it the obligation to 
maintain and promote (and at such a critical 
time in peoples’ lives!) teaching just shown to 
be plain deviation from Biblical standards, and 
expressed violations of the law of Christ. A 
worse tragedy to our beloved Southern Church 
could hardly be imagined! May God preserve 
us in this hour”. 


PERTINENT QUESTIONS AND ANSWERS ON 
THE NATIONAL COUNCIL OF CHURCHES 


By Horace H. Hull 
Memphis, Tenn. 


We have now briefly traced the long and un- 
savory record of the former Federal Council of 
Churches of Christ. We have shown that the 
present National Council of Churches of Christ 
is nothing more than the mere change of one 
word in the title of the allegedly defunct Fed- 
eral Council. The New York headquarters re- 
mained at the same address. All of the officers 
and activities of the “old” Federal Council 
carried on in exactly the same positions or func- 
tions in the “new” National Council, or moved 
up into more important posts as elder men 
died or retired. 


In the same old kitchen, with the same old 
chefs, pots, pans and ladles, let us now examine 
the resulting broth and see if its color and taste 
are any less pink and unpalatable than that 
previously brewed by the Federal Council of 
Churches. In this and succeeding columns | 
propose to make a detailed analysis of N.C.C.C. 
publications, policies and activities since 1950 
to determine whether the N.C.C.C. is an asset 
or a liability in our fight for survival against 
world Communism. We shall also try to deter- 
mine whether the National Council is basically 
orthodox and fundamentalist or essentially mod- 
ernist and materialistic in its outlook and orien- 
tation. We shall also seek to find answers to 
such questions as the following: 


|. Is the overall guiding policy of the National 
Council essentially religious and spiritual 
or is it predominantly political and “social 

action”’? 

in its control and operations? 
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2. Is the N. C..C. C. democratic or autocratic 
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3. Does it engage in high pressure lobbying 
at Washington in behalf of purely secular 
matters? 


!. Finally, if the N. C. C. C.’s program is 
largely political, social and is it balanced 
as befits a national federation purporting 
to represent all viewpoints of its vast mem- 
bership or is there a consistent pattern of 
bias and prejudice? 


Western civilization and Christianity are be- 
ing steadily pushed back by advancing, dynamic 
Communism. Ten formerly Christian countries 
have been crushed under the Red juggernaut 
since 1945. In addition, four other countries 
with considerable Christian populations — con- 
tinental China, North Korea, North Viet Nam, 
and Albania have been overrun by the Red 
horde of latter-day barbarians. 


With the possible exception of Poland, mil- 
lions of Christians in all of these countries have 
suffered the most dreadful persecution and al- 
most total suppression of their religion since the 
rise of the Saracens in the 7th Century. And 
even in staunchly Catholic Poland the church 
is under continuous and merciless Communist 
pressure. - That Communism is the avowed 
enemy of all religions is beyond dispute. Since 
Marx, every Communist has openly boasted of 
his intention to extirpate all forms of religious 
belief. 


Where does the National Council of Churches 
of Christ stand in this titanic worldwide struggle 
between Christianity and the forces of anti- 
Christ and total evil as personified by world 
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Communism? Is the N. C. C. C. staunchly and 
effectively anti-Communist, neutralist like Neh- 
ru of India, or is it covertly and actually pro- 
Communist while loudly pretending to be other- 
wise? 


The National Council now disposes of an an- 
nual budget of over eighteen million dollars. 
Some 75 or more departments, divisions, activi- 
ties employ over 700 full-time staff workers. In 
addition, some 4000 clergymen and lay specialists 
serve on various committees or otherwise con- 
tribute their services to N. C. C. C. projects and 
activities. The Council’s own triennial report 
of 285 pages released in 1957 is the most au- 
thoritative source of information for evaluating 
the N. C. C. C.’s position on Communism and 
just what, if anything, this giant church federa- 
tion is doing about it. 


There is no record that the N. C. C. C. has 
any special department or trained staff which 
devotes itself to the exposure or combatting of 
subversion. None of the National Council’s re- 
ports make any reference to any seminars, con- 
ferences or discussion groups on Communism 
such as, for example, the American Bar Asso- 
ciation’s Special Committee on Communist Ob- 
jectives, Strategy and Tactics, or the American 
Legion’s National Americanism Commission. In 
1950 some sixty national organizations set up 
the All American Conference to Combat Com- 
munism. The then Federal Council of Churches 
was invited to join. It never did. Annual dues 
for an organization was only a hundred dollars. 
I have been advised that Dr. Poling, a founder 
of the All American Conference, represented 
the Federal Council but paid the dues out of 
his own pocket. The National Council has 
never joined or indicated the slightest interest 
in a joint national conference to combat Com- 
munism. 


A careful view of the N. C. C. C.’s own reports 
and publications over a period of years fails 
utterly to disclose any counter-subversive ac- 
tivity whatever. Nor to my knowledge has the 
organization ever received any recognition or 
commendation from any established, national 
anti-communist organization or group. Indeed, 
the National Council itself makes no claim or 
pretense that it is engaged in any counter-sub- 
versive activity as such. 


Is the N. C. C. C. then perhaps neutral on 
the question of Communism? Here again the 
evidence is without question in the negative. 
The N. C. C. C.’s 1957 Triennial Report was 
quite proud of its own “Mission to Moscow” 
in March 1956. This junket of Protestant min- 
isters, without portfolio, to the world capital 
of atheistic Communism was headed by no less 
a figure than the President of the National 
Council of Churches of Christ, Reverend Eu- 
gene Carson Blake. The N. C. C. C.’s own 
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“Outlook” for April 1956 happily displayed 
picture of Blake and his companions strolling 
through Red Square in Moscow. 


In 1954 the DAILY WORKER for March 29 
approvingly quoted Dr. Blake as “Challenging 
the competence of the state to determine what 
is and what is not American. Recommends the 
abolition of existing Congressional investigating 
committees in the field of subversion.” A year 
later the radical NATIONAL GUARDIAN for 
September 26 quoted Dr. Blake as having said: 
“Speaking for the churches, assails the Hous 
Committee on Un-American Activities for stif- 
ling historic encouragement of diversity of con- 
scientious opinion and conviction.” It might be 
noted in passing that Major General Georgi 
Karpov, head of the religious sects division of 
the dreaded Soviet Secret Police, acted as Dr. 
Blake’s “genial host” in Moscow. 

In June of that same year the N. C. C. C 
played host to eight visiting Soviet clergymen 
led by the notorious Metropolitan Nikolai. The 
New York TIMES for June 6 carried a picture 
of N. C. C. C. president, personally escorting 
“germ warfare’ Nikolai to Independence Hall 
in Philadelphia behind a solid wall of policemen 
holding back an anti-Communist demonstration. 
During the Korean War, Metropolitan Nikolai, 
a tool of the Soviet Secret Police disseminated 
all over the world the Communist canard that 
American troops in Korea unleased germ war- 
fare against defenseless Korean civilians. Nikolai 
was also a henchman of Khrushchev in “liqui- 
dating” Christian churches in the Ukraine fif- 
teen years ago. 


Not content with visiting Moscow in March 
and then entertaining Soviet alleged “clergy- 
men” in this country June, Eugene Carson 
Blake, Dr. Franklin Clark Fry, president of the 
United Lutheran Church, and other N. C. C. C. 
top officials went to Communist Budapest in 
September that same year to hob-nob with no 
torious Communist “clergy” of that Red-op- 
pressed country. Within a month after the 
left Hungary the freedom fighters of that coun- 
try had overthrown their Communist regime and 
chased the Red theologians out of office. Th 
N. C. C. C.’s own OUTLOOK for September 
proudly displayed a picture of the National 
Council officials in Budapest. Soviet tanks and 
Mongolian machinegunners, after drowning the 
Hungarian uprising in blood, restored Dr. 
Blake’s friends to their pseudo clerical posi- 
tions. 


Instead of showing remorse and Christian con- 
trition for its shameful truckling with thes 
Communist tools, the National Council 0! 
Churches of Christ went brazenly and impenit- 
ently ahead with plans for similar exchanges 
with Chinese Communists and their stooges pos 
ing as “Christian clergymen.” 
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It would be impossible to find a nationally 
recognized anti-Communist expert in this coun- 
try who would testify that the N.C.C.C. was anti- 
Communist or ever engaged in any bonafide and 
effective exposure of subversion in this coun- 
try. The N. C. C. C., by its own record and 
reports, has never joined any nationally organ- 
ized movement or conference to combat Com- 
munism. The terminology of its triennial and 
quadrennial reports is glaring and unanswer- 
able in its studied and careful avoidance of 
ever saying anything critical of Soviet Russia 
or our own home-grown would-be Bolsheviks. 


While it will mercilessly castigate committees of 
Congress investigating and exposing subversion, 
its reports are tenderly solicitous in avoiding, at 
all costs, ever hurting the delicate feelings of 
Communists, either here or abroad. Commu- 
nist massacres of captured American G. I.’s in 
Korea are passed over in silence by the N.C.C.C. 
report, but the alleged infringement of some al- 
leged “civil liberty” here at home stirs the N. C. 
C. C. indignation. 
This is the infallible stigmata of the phony 
“liberal.” 


to great wrath and deep 


Tillich’s4{Reinterpretation of 
Historic Christianity 


By William Young, Th.D. 


Paul Tillich stands in a tradition of Phil- 
osophical theologians. Among them may be num- 
bered Origen, Abelard, and Schleiermacher. 
This tradition is characterized by the boldness 
with which it treats the content of the Christian 
faith in its efforts to adapt that content to the 
requirements of a philosophical system. Al- 
though conflicting themes are not absent from 
Tillich’s structure, the dominant philosophical 
standpoint to which his theological speculation 
is adjusted may be readily identified as a ver- 
sion of existentialism. 

Existentialism, inspired by the torments of 
Soren Kierkegaard’s divided heart and developed 
in the atheistic circles of Martin Heidegger and 
Jean-Paul Sartre, expresses the disillusioned men- 
tality of many modern men. Historic Chris- 
tianity has been rejected, modern idealism has 
proved empty, materialism intolerable, and 
mood of anxious despair is signalized by preoc- 
cupation with meaninglessness and nothingness. 
Much existentialist writing on these themes can 
be dismissed as logical nonsense. Yet such non- 
sense may not be regarded as entirely without 
significance. It reflects a wide-spread mental 
and spiritual disease and has in turn exerted 
an unwholesome influence upon theologians 
who have felt the morbid fascination of this 
form of unreason. 

In a brief and popular article no attempt can 
be made to give an account of Tillich’s subtle 
and delicate philosophical analysis of being and 
existence. One comment may be made. Tillich’s 
philosophical method is a kind of rational splen- 
dor of unreason. Rationalism in the sense of 
Tillich’s assuming the rules of logical reasoning 
(though he never takes pains to discuss them in 
any detail) and more particularly in his ac- 
ceptance of what he calls the logos-structure of 
reality is a source of his philosophic power. 
Rationalism in another sense of the term may 
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prove to be the root of Tillich’s theological 
errors. The ascription of unlimited freedom to 
the human mind entails a decisive rejection of 
supernatural revelation, which in turn leads to 
the rejection or radical re-interpretation of every 
article of the Christian faith. 

These consequences are implicit in Tillich’s 
method of correlating philosophical questions 
and theological answers, a method differing in 
principle from Calvin’s recognition of the close 
connection between the knowledge of God and 
self-knowledge. Although Tillich claims that 
the form rather than the substance of theology 
is determined by philosophy, he is unable to 
say a priori how much substance is hidden in the 
form. As a matter of fact, the application of 
the method of correlation to fundamental Chris- 
tian doctrines makes substantial changes in their 
meaning. 

The problem of meaning is central in Tillich’s 
thought. His existentialism at times seems to 
mean an obsession with the “threat of meaning- 
lessness.”” This threat never disturbs Tillich in 
the sphere of logic. Anxiety as to logical mean- 
inglessness seems to be reserved for logical posi- 
tivists and ordinary language philosophers. Til- 
lich’s concern is with absurdity in the more 
spacious realms of knowledge and of life. Yet 
there is at least one respect in which Tillich 
engages in a grand style of linguistic philosophy: 
namely in his theory of the symbolical character 
of religious and philosophical language. His thor- 
ough-going theory of religious symbols vaporizes 
the literal meaning of every fact and doctrine 
of historic Christianity. Underlying this vapor- 
ization, equivalent to the demythologization rec- 
ommended by Boultmann, is the existentialist 
analysis of the human situation as one of es- 
trangement from man’s essential being. 


Tillich has much to say about anxiety (dis- 
tinguished from fear and correlated with noth- 
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ingness) and even about guilt, which is cor- 
related with fate in a manner that falls short 
of perfect intelligibility. He exhibits, however, a 
decided aversion to talking about “sin” and sug- 
gests that the term “original sin” and “heredity 
sin” be dropped completely. This is to be ex- 
pected both because there is no moral law ex- 
ternal to man’s being and because the fall is a 
mythical event. Tillich does not hesitate to 
draw the further consequences that salvation, 
redemption, regeneration, and justification are 
mythological symbols and that Saviour, medi- 
ator, messiah, and Christ are personal symbols. 


Tillich’s critics frequently charge him with 
identifying creation with the fall. This charge 
may make some sense when expressed in terms 
of finitude and sin. The symbolic approach, 
however, relieves him from any serious interest 
in theological discussion of creation and the fall 
on the level of literalism which, it would appear, 
even Reinhold Niebuhr has not completely 
transcended. (See Niebuhr’s contribution to the 
Symposium on the Theology of Paul Tillich, ed. 
Kegley and Brettall). For Tillich creation has 
nothing to do with the production of things by 
a divine being. Tillich falls back on the lan- 
guage of absolute idealism in representing crea- 
tion as a symbol of the participation of the finite 
in its own infinite ground. At once, however, 
he advances to existential expressions: “the 
symbol of creation shows the source of the 
courage to affirm one’s own being in terms of 
power and meaning in spite of the ever-present 
threat of non-being” (“Existential Analyses and 
Religious Symbols,” in Four Existentialist The- 
ologians, p. 287, Anchor Books, 1958). Om- 
nipotence, omnipresence, and providence are 
likewise symbols radiating existential truth when 
opened up with the key of existential analysis. 
But, in Tillich’s view, they become absurdities 
and contradictions if taken literally. Observe, 
incidentally, this appeal to a formal criterion of 
reason underlying the application of an ex- 
istential, essentially a psychological, analysis of 
the irrational in man. 


The reader may well be perplexed when he 
discovers Tillich passing from the “truism” that 
religious language is symbolic to the assertion 
“that for this reason religious language expresses 
the truth, the truth which cannot be expressed 
and communicated in any other language” (ibid. 
p. 286). What is expressed by religious language 
that might not be expressed in terms of ex- 
istential philosophy enriched by depth-psychol- 
ogy? There is an irreducible element in the 
religious symbol, how can Tillich so readily 
open up such symbols with the key of existential 
analysis? Or is the irreducible element non- 
cognitive, perhaps simply emotion in character? 
If so, the symbol may be indispensable for mov- 
ing the masses, but enlightened philosophers 
and psychologists should be able to think, if 
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not to live on the abstract conceptual level. Til- 
lich protests against the identification of the re. 
ligious symbol with a “mere” symbol. But has 
he provided solid ground for avoiding so natural 
an identification? Does not his own practice in 
the detailed elaboration of his theory contradict 
his protest? 

Nowhere are the problems of symbolism more 
pressing than in Tillich’s doctrine of God. One 
and only one non-symbolic statement is allowed: 
God is being- itself. “Being-itself” is elucidated 
as meaning the ground of being or the power 
of being. Tillich insists that God is not a being 
beside or above other beings, not even the 
highest being. This sounds quite pantheistic, 
but Tillich protests vigorously against the label 
“pantheism”. Whether pantheism, panenthe- 
ism, or a God-intoxicated atheism in the style 
of Spinoza (Tillich audaciously asserts it to be 
as atheistic to affirm the existence of God as it 
is to deny it), the approach thus far — 
the contention that a nonsymbolic ontology o 
being, if not existence, should suffice to give ex- 
pression to all the truth that can be stated con- 
cerning God. Yet, for Tillich, all statements 
about God in religious language, though not 
in Tillich’s systematic theology, are symbolical. 

The personal God in particular is a symbol. 
This symbol is required on account of the per- 
sonal character of existential relations. Yet Til- 
lich flatly denies that God is a person. This 
denial is not in the interest of an unambiguous 
or literal assertion that God is in three Persons 
in the orthodox sense. Tillich’s ontological 
Trinity is one of principles rather than Per- 
sons. Perplexity again arises as Tillich elabo- 
rates his doctrine of God with the aid of on- 
tological categories. The perennial problem of 
agnosticism cannot be avoided in an extreme 
negative theology; if in principle nothing may 
be asserted of God, how is it that the theologian 
of this school has so much to say? 


Tillich develops a type of theory of divine at- 
tributes drawing heavily on the principle that 
God is the unity of opposites and not shunning 
the consequences that there is a “dark” or nega- 
tive element in the being of God. This specula- 
tion, however, turns out also to be meant sym- 
bolically. The question raised by Professor ]. 
H. Randall, Jr., cannot be av oided. What reason 
is there for not taking being itself as a symbol, 
the myth of the absolute, invented by idealistic 
philosophers? Sober ontological analysis, which 
is simply a study of the usage of such expres- 
sions as “to be” or “exist”, may yield a ghostly 
ballet of bloodless categories. 


What such analysis does not warrant is the 
idealist spectre of an all-embracing Absolute or 
the existentialist phantom of an all-devouring 
Abyss. Tillich’s God appears to be the Absolute 
and the Abyss in one, in his own terms “the 
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ground and the abyss of being.” Randall no 


doubt includes Tillich’s God with that of the 


theist in his quip: “But if as he (i.e. Tillich) 
likes to assert paradoxically, belief in the ex- 
istence of God is the worst form of atheism, I 
am at least free of atheism in that form.” (The- 
ology of Paul Tillich, p. 136). If Tillich’s subtle 
arguments succeed in undermining traditional 
theism, many will find Randall’s naturalism, a 
clear spring of bitter water, preferable to Til- 
lich’s muddy though deep fountain that sends 
forth at the same place sweet water and bitter. 

Tillich’s Christology is no exception to the 
procedure of radical reinterpretation of historic 
Christian doctrine. His depreciation of the con- 
crete detail of the Christian faith is painfully 
apparent when he allows unlimited freedom to 
the destructive historical criticism of the gospel 
narratives. The bodily resurrection of Christ is 
peremptorily dismissed as crude mythology, the 
narrative of the empty tomb as a rationalization, 
and Paul's experience on the Damascus road as 
a spiritualizing explanation. 

More shocking than even the rejection of fun- 
damental facts of the gospel, such as the Virgin 
Birth and the resurrection of the body, is Til- 
lich’s insistence that the picture of Jesus as the 
Christ remains intact as the basis of Christian 
faith even after historical criticism has yielded 
the most damaging results. Tillich is no doubt 
to be commended for avoiding Liberal attempts 
to base faith on a “historical Jesus” that is no 
more than the fluctuating issue of scientific 
probabilities. He can scarcely be commended 
for holding that, even if radical criticism ren- 
dered it most probable that Jesus never existed, 
the picture of Jesus as the Christ in the entire 
New Testament could remain a valid ground 
for faith. Tillich is well aware of the intellec- 
tual cost of confessing Christ in such a way as to 
contradict the historical critics. He is frankly 
unwilling to pay the price, not out of com- 
promising cowardice, but because he sees clearly 
that to allow faith to provide a guarantee of any 
concrete historical detail, even if it be simply 
that Jesus of Nazareth once lived, is in principle 
to admit a conception of authority in religion 
that would undermine the foundations of his 
entire system. 


Other features of Tillich’s Christology are also 
noteworthy. The Incarnation is reinterpreted 
as the appearance of essential Godmanhood un- 
der the conditions of existence. The traditional 
doctrine that God became man is flatly rejected, 
and the static view of two natures in one Person 
is replaced by the dynamic theory of the New 
Being. The union of God and man in Christ 
is thus located prior to the historical Incarna- 
tion which, paradoxically enough, is asserted by 
Tillich to have actually happened as a photo- 
graphical event. The incarnate Christ is viewed 
by Tillich as subject to error and as having 
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actually erred in his ancient conception of the 
universe, his judgments about men, and his ex- 
pectations of the future. The possibility and 
inevitability of error is involved in Tillich’s 
doctrine of “ontological ambiguity” as a feature 
of man’s being. It is not to be expected that 
the close connection between error and sin will 
be observed by theologians who make light of 
the inerrancy of Scripture. 

Tillich’s statements about the atonement are 
vague and unsatisfactory. Even if the language 
used were capable of a strictly orthodox con- 
struction, the framework of Tillich’s thought 
would require a different interpretation for lan- 
guage in itself evangelical. The Cross, in any 
case, is for Tillich a symbol based on a fact, not 
the actual fact of the bearing of the guilt of those 
whom Christ came to save, but the historical 
event of the crucifixion. In speaking of justi- 
fication by faith, Tillich borrows freely from 
the treasury of orthodox Lutheranism. Yet his 
eye appears to be diverted from the great white 
Throne to the judgments of society when he 
interprets justification as accepting oneself as 
being accepted. The atmosphere of psycho- 
analysis preponderates above the forensic setting 
of the classical Protestant doctrine. 

In view of the last things, Tillich pursues the 
path of extreme symbolism. Hell can be nothing 
more than a symbol of despair. To take it literal- 
ly together with the sovereignty of God in elec- 
tion would be for Tillich to ascribe a demonic 
character to God. A literal heaven in any form 
fares no better before the avalanche of uncon- 
trollable symbolism. Life after death, immortal- 
ity, reincarnation, and heaven are branded as 
dangerously inadequate symbols. Reference has 
already been made to the crude mythology of a 
literal resurrection. The preferred symbol is 
eternal life which “means that the joy of today 
has a dimension which gives it trans-temporal 
meaning” (op. cit. p. 290). Will the individual 
facing death be satisfied with Tillich’s trans- 
temporal meaning, or will he feel that an ab- 
straction instead of a concrete form of life is 
the giving of a stone to him who asks for bread? 

Concluding remarks may well return to some 
consideration of methods and motives. Tillich 
insists that we must start from below and not 
from above, from man’s experiential predica- 
ment and not from the being of God. Calvin 
was wiser in recognizing a sense of Deity in all 
men and in viewing man’s predicament in rela- 
tion to the majesty of God. Sin is man’s real 
problem, and sin is meaningful only in relation 
to God and the law. 

Underlying the entire structure of ‘Tillich’s 
theology a pronounced anti-supernatural motive 
may be detected. One of Tillich’s earliest writ- 
ings dealt with the concept of the supernatural, 
its dialectical character, and its principle of 
identity, as presented in the supernaturalist the- 
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ology before Schleiermacher. The influence of 
Schelling on Tillich’s thought still makes itself 
felt in his mature system as well as in his early 
writings. The antagonism toward supernatural 
revelation and miracle together with a preoc- 
cupation with mythical thought aud aesthetic 
rather than ethical categories are Schellingian 
traits in Tillich’s theological rationalism. This 
is rationalism, not in the sense of the acceptance 
of formal logic even as a suitable instrument for 
the description of reality, but in the sense of the 
autonomy or independence of the human mind 
with respect to any supernatural source or norm 
of knowledge. 


In his autobiographical reflections, speaking 
of his revolt against the orthodox theology of 
his father, Tillich writes, “It is this difficult and 
painful break-through to autonomy which has 
made me immune against any system of thought 
or life which demands the surrender of this 
autonomy” (Theology of Paul Tillich, p. 8). 
There is a tragic trait in Tillich’s thought. A 
passionate love of freedom drives him to con- 
struct an elaborate system, from the intricacies 
of which he can no longer deliver himself. Til- 
lich is surely too wise to suppose that such 
system is the Truth. Yet he is adamant in his 
refusal to yield his mind to a system of Truth 
given from without, though this is the only 
possible system for a finite intelligence. 
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LESSON FOR APRIL 19 









By THE REV. J. KENTON PARKER 


Saul’s Tragic Failure ( Temperance ) 


Background Scripture: I Samuel 14, 15, 31 
Devotional Reading: II Samuel 1:17-27 


We come today to the sad and tragic part of Saul’s life. We see a man who started on his course 


with several “kingly qualities”. 


Physically, he was a fine specimen of manhood. He seems to have had 


only one wife, avoiding this pitfall of some of the better kings who multiplied to themselves wives. 
\s we saw in our last lesson he had real humility and showed wisdom and kindness in his attitude 
towards those who would not accept him at first as king. God made him “another man” better quali- 


fied to be a king, and he proved himself a good 
leader at first against the enemies of Israel. 
But we soon find other traits of character which 
took possession of Saul and brought about his 
downfall. 


David in his lament over Saul and Jonathan 
(our Devotional Reading), says that Saul and 
Jonathan were lovely and pleasant in their lives 
and in their death were not divided. We usual- 
ly look for some good things we can say about 
the dead. It was a wise thing for David to 
say this about Saul and showed a kind spirit in 
David after the terrible way Saul treated him. 
\s for Jonathan, David could have nothing but 
the highest praise. Jonathan, Saul’s son, is one 
of the most lovely characters in the Bible. His 
love for David is an absolutely unselfish love. 
David does not exaggerate when he says, Thy 
love to me was wonderful, passing the love of 
women. David’s love for Jonathan is easy to 
understand, but it could have been tainted with 
self-interest for David had everything to gain 
and nothing to lose, but Jonathan’s love for 
David stands forth as the purest type of love. 
It is kin to the love that Jesus Christ has for 
His own. 


Let us now trace the steps which caused Saul’s 
Tragic Failure. The Temperance application, 
in its broadest meaning, is very evident. We do 
not know that Saul was ever drunk with strong 
drink in his life, but he was intemperate in al- 
lowing envy and jealousy and self-will and 
hatred to take complete possession of him until 
he was literally possessed of evil spirits. A man 
can completely lose control of himself and it is 
intemperance in its worst form. Drunkenness is a 
terrible form of intemperance and is usually 
mixed up with other things. To become com- 
pletely dominated by base passions and evil 
thoughts and feelings is the worst form of in- 
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temperance and we find it sometimes among 
those who do not drink, like the Mohamme- 
dans. 


I. Impatience in Waiting for Samuel: 13:1-16 


I wish to begin with this incident from chap- 
ter 13, for it shows a flaw in Saul’s character. 
It looks like a small thing, but it isa mark of a 
man who does not trust, or “wait on the Lord”, 
but who takes matters in his own hands. The 
Philistines gathered a great army and came 
against Israel and when Samuel failed to come 
to Gilgal at the appointed time Saul himself 
offered a burnt offering, thus usurping the 
place of Samuel. When Samuel does come he 
rebukes the king and tells him that “thy king- 
dom shall not continue”. The King was not 
supposed to take the place of a priest. 


Il. The “Curse” Which Almost Cost the Life 
of Jonathan: 14 


At this time the Israelites were being terribly 
oppressed by the Philistines. So terrible was the 
oppression that the people hid themselves in 
caves and in thickets and in rocks, and in high 
places. and in pits. Saul had but a small army 
and the people followed him trembling. No 
blacksmith was found in Israel but the Israelites 
had to go down into the country of the Philis- 
tines to sharpen “every man his spear, and his 
coulter, and his axe, and his mattock.” It was 
Tonathan who seemed to lead rather than his 
father. He and his armorbearer ventured forth 
in faith against the Philistines, slew some of 
them, and “there was a trembling in the host, 
in the field, and among all the people”. The 
watchmen told Saul and he and his army came 
to the battle and others who had hidden them- 
selves in Mount Ephraim came forth to join in 
the pursuit of the routed and fleeing enemy. 
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The men of Israel were distressed, for Saul 
had unwisely uttered a curse, saying, Cursed be 
the man that eats any food until evening. Jona- 
than did not hear his father utter the curse and 
ate some honey as they passed through some 
woods and was strengthened. The result of 
Sauls rash curse was that the people became 
very faint before the end of the day and then 
“flew upon the spoil, and took sheep, and oxen, 
and calves, and slew them on the ground; and 
the people did eat them with the blood”. Saul 
finally took charge. When he asked counsel 
of God the Lord answered not. They knew 
there was sin somewhere and so lots were cast 
and the lot fell on Jonathan. The king said, 
thou shalt surely die, Jonathan. “And the peo- 
ple said unto Saul, shall Jonathan die, who hath 
wrought this great salvation in Israel? God for- 
bid: as the Lord liveth, there shall not one hair 
of his head fall to the ground: for he hath 
wrought with God this day. So the people res- 
cued Jonathan that he died not”. 


I believe that this incident reveals one of 
the secrets of the failure of Saul. He did not 
recognize his own mistake and folly in uttering 
such a curse, and was ready to place the blame 
for the whole episode on an innocent man. Saul 
seems to do better for a time and vexed the 
enemies of Israel. He strengthened his army 
by taking strong and valiant men into it. 


III. His Disobedience in Regard to Amalek: 
Ch. 15 


There are two or three things to remember 
as we study this chapter. First, Amalek had 
fought with Israel when they were on the jour- 
ney to the Promised Land, and the Lord said 
unto Moses, Write this for a memorial in a book. 
and rehearse it in the ears of Joshua: for I will 
utterly put out the remembrance of Amalek 
from under heaven. The Judge of all the 
earth had passed sentence upon Amalek. The 
time had come for this sentence to be executed 
and Saul was commanded to see that this was 
done. There are some people who are so evil 
that the death sentence is passed upon them by 
the judge. There are some people who do not 
believe in capital punishment but the Bible 
teaches plainly that there are those who deserve 
to die. Now there are nations that deserve to 
be destroyed. Amalek was one of these “Con- 
demned Nations”. Saul was told to utterly de- 
stroy the Amalekites. Instead, he saved the king, 
Agag, alive and also the best of the sheep and 
oxen. The reply of Samuel to Saul is well worth 
remembering: For rebellion is as the sin of 
witchcraft, and stubbornness is as iniquity and 
idolatry. Because thou hast rejected the word 
of the Lord, he hath also rejected thee from 
being king. There eome times when the death 
sentence has to be passed upon a nation. We 
can think of at least two nations who seem to 
fall into that class today for they are a menace 


PAGE 12 





CHOIR andPULPITROBES 4 %@ 


Highest Quality © Low Prices 





Fine tailoring — choice of 
styles, materials and 
colors—children and adult 
choirs. Write for free 
catalog — Save at Hartley. } 


HARTLEY vestments 


1811-P Church St., Nashville, Tenn. 











to the balance of the world. One of our maga- 
zines suggested in an editorial that if a certain 
leader came to the United States he should be 
greeted with placards reading “Welcome Mur- 
derer” for he is a murderer and all the world 
knows it. The Bible says that Judgment is 
God's “Strange Act”. He is not willing that 
any should perish but that all come to repent- 
ance. The wickedness of the world “grieved 
Him at His heart”, but the flood came. Jesus 
wept over Jerusalem but it nevertheless was de- 
stroyed. Amalek was a nation that deserved 
death. Agag was a murderer. Samuel said to 
him just before he hewed him to pieces: As 
thy sword hath made women childless, so shall 
thy mother be childless among women. Agag 
was one more murderer put to death. Let us 
not waste our sympathy either on Agag or Ama- 


lek. 
IV. His Envy of David: 


This was an insane jealousy that preyed upon 
Saul’s mind from the time he heard the women 
singing David’s praises until the king spent 
more time trying to find and kill David than on 
anything else. He even tried to kill his son 
Jonathan because he befriended David and 
stood up for him. I will not dwell on this fon 
it is not in our lesson and we will study it in 
connection with David. 


V. Saul’s Death: Ch. 31 


Saul, forsaken of God, consults a witch and 
Samuel is brought up from the dead and tells 


Saul of the impending doom upon him and up- 
on Israel. 


“Now the Philistines fought against Israel; 
and the men of Israel fled before the Philistines, 
and fell down slain in Mount Gilboa ... And 
the battle went sore against Saul, and the archers 
hit him, and he was sore wounded of the arch- 
ers. Then said Saul unto his armourbearer, 
“Draw thy sword, and thrust me through there- 
with . . . but his armourbearer would not. 
herefore Saul took a sword, and fell upon it.” 


So ends the life of King Saul who let self- 
will and stubbornness, and disobedience and 
envy make his life a tragic failure. No matter 
how promising, our lives can be made a “Tragic 
Failure” in the same way. 
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YOUTH PROGRAM FOR APRIL 19 


By THE REV. B. HOYT EVANS 


Parents Are People 


Scripture: I Corinthians 13 

Hymns: 
“Love Divine, All Loves Excelling” 
“For the Beauty of the Earth” 
“Blest Be the Tie that Binds” 


(We are listing below some Scripture passages 
about parents and the relation of children to 
them. These verses can be used in a Bible drill. 
Luke 11:11-13; Ephesians 6:4; Proverbs 22:6; 
Psalms 103:13; Exodus 21:17; Colossians 3:21; 
Proverbs 27:11: Isaiah 38:19; I Timothy 5:8; 
Exodus 20:12: Leviticus 19:3; Proverbs 6:20-23; 
Colossians 3:20; and Ephesians 6:1.) 


Program Leader’s Introduction: 

During most of the time we spend in the 
homes of our parents we are on the receiving end 
of their benefits. If we could measure what we 
receive over against what we give, there is no 
question about which way the balances would 
tip. This is as it should be. It is as God has 
planned When children are small, they are 
by nature very dependent. The parents must 
provide everything for them. Children continue 
to need much attention, even when they are no 
longer in arms. They are concerned mostly with 
their own needs and with those who can supply 
what they want. Any Christian parent is glad 
to accept the responsibility and to do the hard 
work that is required of parenthood, but even 
so, parents do not cease to be human beings 
when they become parents. They still have 
some feelings and needs of their own. While 
children are small the parents receive satisfac- 
tion from the dependence of the children. When 
the children begin to grow up into young man- 
hood and womanhood, the picture changes. 


It seems that some young people are no dif- 
ferent from babies in the attitude they have to- 
ward their parents. They are almost as selfishly 
and thoughtlessly dependent on their parents 
as infants are. Young people have reached the 
stage of development where they ought to be 
supplying some of the normal needs of their 
parents as well as receiving their blessings. What 
is it that parents need that young people can 
provide? Parents need unselfish love, and that 
is really all they want to make their role of 
parenthood perfectly happy. 
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Love expresses itself in many ways. A _per- 
functory “I love you” spoken by a young person 
to Mother or Dad will not fulfill their need of 
love, although it will certainly help. (How 
often do we assure our parents that we love 
them?) Our speakers will indicate some of the 
practical ways by which young people can prove 
their love to their parents. 


First Speaker: 

One of the abilities that comes with maturity 
is that of understanding. Children are not able 
to understand much of the physical and emo- 
tional strain that goes along with parenthood, 
but young people can. The duties that our 
mothers undertake in the home and that our 
fathers have in their work cause physical fatigue. 
The older they are the more subject they are 
to tiredness. Sometimes there are financial prob- 
lems that make life hard for our parents. Do 
we seek to know about these things and bear 
them in mind? Do we consider the family’s fi- 
nancial situation before we ask for something 
that will involve a considerable outlay of mon- 
ey? Do we fuss and pout when we are told that 
our requests cannot be met at the present. Are 
we api of our parents’ feelings in trying 
to make it possible for them to get the rest and 
abiedulion n they need? Perhaps we have little 
idea how much it helps our parents to face their 
problems to know that their children under- 
stand what they are experiencing and what they 
are trying to do. 

Second Speaker: 

Nearly every young person is concerned about 
having good manners about being cour- 
teous. Real courtesy is the product of love. How 
serious are we about practicing courtesy at 
home? We claim to love our parents and the 
others in our homes. Do we show our love for 
them by practicing thoughtfulness? We would 
not think of interrupting the conversation of 
other people, of net holding doors for them, of 
crossing in front of them without asking to 
be excused. Our home folks are the dearest 
people of all. Why should our treatment of 
them be any less mannerly than of others? The 
least that Christian love can expect is common 
courtesy, and the place where it should be most 
faithfully practiced is in the home in our as- 
sociation with our parents. 
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Third Speaker: 

Christian love will produce helpfulness, and 
the place where we have the most opportunities 
to be helpful is at home. When we consider 
how much our mothers and fathers have done 
for us in the years of infancy and childhood 
when we could not help ourselves, we ought to 
be glad for opportunities to be helpful to them. 
There are many tasks around every home that 
young people can do. Being relieved of these 
tasks will take much of the strain from the lives 
of our parents. With these facts in mind, let 
us not complain about washing dishes, sweeping, 
mowing the lawn, dusting the furniture, pre- 
paring an occasional meal, making beds, keep- 
ing our belongings in an orderly manner, or 
any of the other tasks we can do about the home 
to be helpful. If some other family member 
fails to do his part, just be sorry for him that 
he has not yet found one of the most practical 
ways of showing love to your mother and father. 
Fourth Speaker. 

It is likely that as much parental self sacrifice 
is made for the children to receive an education 
as for any other one thing. The desire that we 
be well educated is one of the- evidences of 
parent love. The way to respond to this love 
is for us to appreciate the opportunity of re- 
ceiving an education and to make the best of 
our opportunities. It may be that we never re- 
alized before that school work had any relation 
to loving our parents, but it has. It brings 
genuine joy to a parent’s heart when his chil- 
dren do well in school ... when they apply them- 
selves to their studies ... when they doa good job 
at the business of learning . . . when they 
faithtully develop their minds and their abilities. 
How well are we showing our love for our par- 
ents in the way we apply ourselves to our school 
work? 
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Fifth Speaker: 


The greatest joy that can come to the heart 
of any Christian parent is to see his children 
developing spiritually. To a Christian, Christ 
is the most important person in the world. The 
most satisfying thing the children of a Chris- 
tian can do in the eyes of the parent is to accept 
Jesus Christ as Lord and Saviour and to live 
for Him. When our parents see us accept Christ 
and grow strong in Him, they will not fret 
about the hours they stayed awake to nurse our 
sicknesses, or the sacrifices they made for our 
food, clothing and education, or any of the 
efforts they expended to bring us into the world 
and to guide us to maturity. Of course, we do 
not become Christians just to please our parents, 
but are they not being rewarded by knowing that 
we are faithful followers of their Saviour? 


Program Leader: 


Do we really treat our parents like people? 
They are the people who love us most. Do we 
return their love? They love us regardless of 
what we do, but their lives will be richly re- 
warded if we will but show them that we love 
them through some of these practical expres- 
sions. All that it takes to make them look on 
parenthood privilege and never a burden 
is love from us. (Closing Prayer) 
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May Bible Study for 
Circle Bible Leaders 
on I Peter 


By the Rev. Albert H. Freundt, Jr. 
Forest, Mississippi 


Note: This is the outline of the Epistle as 
far as we have already covered it. 

I. Introduction. 1:1,2. 
1:35-2:10. 
A. The Christian Inheritance. 1:3-12. 
B. Holiness. 1:13-21. 


II. Membership in God’s Family. 


C. Christian Progress and Brotherly Love. 
1:22-2:3. 


This month the study is (D) The Spiritual 
House and is based upon I Peter 2:4-10. Next 
month the lesson, upon the same passage, is (B) 
The Spiritual People. The text is capable of 


dual treatment. It considers the members of 


God’s family under two aspects — first, as con- 
stituting a spiritual building, or temple, and 
second, as making up a spiritual people, or 
priesthood. The emphasis this month shall be 
upon the former. 


D. THE SPIRITUAL HOUSE 
2:4-10. (Study in your Bible.) 


Peter actually refers to Christians in this pas- 
sage by a variety of expressions, such as “lively 
stones,” a “spiritual house,” and a “holy priest- 
hood.” Although the figures do not always har- 
monize, they may be seen as the Apostle’s de- 
scription of the people of God as a temple or 
spiritual edifice whose foundation is firmly 
grounded upon Jesus Christ. It is a little diffi- 
cult to know whether the Saviour or the Church 
is the subject of the passage. But let us now 
see if the leading ideas, especially in the first 
five verses, may not be set out as (1) the build- 
ing, (2) the life, and (3) the honor of the 
House. *® 


1.The Building of the House Is Upon Christ. 


The Lord Jesus is Himself the foundation of 
the people of God when they are viewed as a 
building. The thought of the Apostle is  bor- 
rowed by the hymn writer in the lines: “Christ 
is made the sure Foundation, Christ the Head 
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and Cornerstone, Chosen of the Lord, and 


precious, Binding all the Church in one.” 


God dwells only in the temple which is built 
upon the foundation which he has appointed. 
The Church as a spiritual structure must be 
thoroughly grounded upon Christ. Peter, in 
Acts 4:10-12, had already clearly identified the 
founadtion to which he here makes reference. 
There he said: “Jesus Christ of Nazareth, whom 
ye crucified, whom God raised from the dead . 
this is the stone which was set at nought of 
you builders, which is become the head of the 
corner. Neither is there salvation in any other: 
for there is none other name under heaven giv- 
en among men, whereby we must be saved.” In 
the course of this address he uses the same lines 
from Psalm 118:22 which he quotes in verse 7. 


a. Christ is the foundation “laid by God.” 
V. 6. The whole arrangement of God’s dwelling 
with his people is the result of his own wisdom 
and power. God lays the foundation upon which 
the church is erected. With another Old Testa- 
ment reference in verse 6, Peter emphasizes the 
divine appointment of the foundation: “TI lay 
in Zion a chief corner stone.” (Isa. 28:16, “Thus 
saith the Lord God, Behold, I lay in Zion for a 
foundation a stone, a tried stone, a precious 
corner stone, a sure foundation.) The founda- 
tion is Christ, whom God has made “both Lord 
and Christ” (Acts 2:36). 


“Tesus Christ is the divinely appointed, the 
divinely qualified, the divinely raised up, the 
divinely accredited Saviour of men; ‘fore-or 
dained before the foundation of the world;’ at 
the appointed period ‘sent forth;’ possessed of 
every necessary qualification, and bringing along 
with him every necessary credential; and ‘all’ 
these ‘things are of God.’ His destination, his 
constitution, his qualifications, his attestation, 
are all divine” (Brown, Discourses, p. 264). 


b. Christ is the chief “corner stone.” V. 6. 
The cornerstone was an important foundation 
stone. At the angle of the building it gave vital 
support. At the corner it joined the different 
walls into one building. It served a purpose as 
a foundation and as the bond of connection 
giving unity to the edifice. Peter thinks of 
Christ as the cornerstone in that, being in the 
main place of importance, he fitly joins the 
house into a unity. Each stone is in its proper 
place, depending upon its relationship to the 
cornerstone. So Christians find their unity with 
one another in the spiritual house by their com- 
mon connection with Christ. 
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c. Christ is the “elect,” or chosen, cornerstone. 
V. 6. Christ is God’s chosen foundation for his 
spiritual temple. Knowing the capacities and 
qualities of the Son, the Father selected and 
appointed him to serve this important purpose. 
The earthly life and death of the Saviour, dem- 
onstrating his perfect righteousness and obedi- 
ence, are proof of the wisdom of the Father's 
choice. Every trial proved the worthiness of 
Christ to take his place in the temple as the 
“tried,” or approved, stone. “Every test ap- 
plied but brought out more fully his complete 
fitness for the mighty work to which he was 
appointed” (Brown, ibid., p. 266). 


d. Christ is a “precious,” or highly valuable, 
foundation. Vv. 4,6. He is precious because he 
has every quality necessary in the foundation 
of a spiritual edifice. “Other foundation can no 
man lay than that is laid, which is Jesus Christ” 
(I Cor. 3:11). He is the perfect and only Sav- 
iour, eminently qualified for his redeeming 
work. Our salvation, as well as all the blessings 
and benefits of the spiritual life, are to be traced 
to him. There is no eternal and true happiness 
but what comes from being built upon him. 
“And Christ is not only thus excellent in him- 
self, but of precious virtue, which he lets forth 
and imparts to others; of such virtue, that a 
touch of him is the only cure of spiritual di- 
sease. Men tell of strange virtues of some stones; 
but it is certain, that this precious Stone hath 
not only virtue to heal the sick, but even to raise 
the dead. Dead bodies he raised in the days 
of his abode on earth, and dead souls he still 
doth raise by the power of his word” (Robert 
Leighton, Practical Commentary on First Epistle 
of St. Peter, p. 144). 


It is impossible to read the New Testament 
without being impressed with the frequency with 
which the writers conceive of the people of God 
as a house built on Christ. Christ makes some 
mention of the idea in Matt. 21:42; Mark 12:10; 
and Luke 20:17. Peter does too as we have 
observed in this passage and in Acts 4. Paul 
expands the idea, saying that Christians “are 
built upon the foundation of the apostles and 
prophets, Jesus Christ himself being the chief 
corner stone; in whom all the building fitly 
framed together groweth unto an holy temple in 
the Lord: in whom ve also are builded together 
for an habitation of God through the Spirit” 
(Eph. 2:20-22). 

2. The Life of the House Is in Christ. 

Since Peter writes of people instead of simple 
bricks and stones, this temple is peculiar in pos- 
sessing life. It is a living house of God that is 
being erected upon Christ. The edifice is suitable 
for God who cannot dwell in temples made 
with hands. This house is a living one for the 
living God, a spiritual one for God who is a 
spirit. Its principle of life is derived from 
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Christ. He is a living stone. We become “live- 
ly,” or living, stones as our lives are united 
spiritually and organically with his. 


a. Christ is a Living Stone. V. 4. Christ is 
the right kind of foundation for a living temple. 
When he is described as a living stone, the point 
is that he is the right kind of rock upon which 
to build. Any spiritual house, composed of peo- 
ple, must be grounded upon a personal Saviour. 
He possesses life in himself. As the living water 
(John 4:10) and the bread of life (John 6:35) 
he gives life to those who do not have spiritual 
life. As the living stone he is a life-giving foun- 
dation. “He has in himself, and has the capa- 
city of communicating to others, all that is neces- 
sary to make them fit recipients of the divine 
presence, fit instruments for promoting the di- 
vine glory” (Brown, Discourses, p. 268). 

b. We become living stones. V. 5. Prior to 
our participation in the erection of the spiritual 
house, we do not possess the necessary spiritual 
life. We were, as far as the house of God is 
concerned, dead stones. This adequacy describes 
our spiritual condition outside of Christ. “You 
hath he quickened (made alive) , who were dead 
in trespasses and sins” (Eph. 2:1). “And you, 
being dead in your sins . . . hath he quickened 
together with him, having forgiven you all tres- 
passes” (Col. 2:3). If therefore we are to be 
the kind of stones used in building God’s house, 
we must be made alive. “No union of dead 
stones can ever form a ‘spiritual house ' 
“No combination of worldly men can form or 
promote the union of the Church” (Brown, 
ibid., p. 262). 


Our life and place in the house are dependent 
upon our vital connection with the living Stone 
who is the foundation. The life that flows from 
Christ enlivens, knits together, the dead stones 
of his choice into a living body of which he is 
the head, a house of which he is the head of 
the corner (v. 7). The living stones, made alive 
by the Lord, “form, as it were, a part of the 
living rock: so intimately connected are they, 
that they cannot be disjoined either from the 
foundation, or from one another” (/bid., p. 
256) . 

c. It is in coming to Christ that we are made 
alive. “To whom coming, as unto a living stone 

ye also, as lively stones, are built up a 
spiritual house” (vv. 4,5). If we do not have 
this life in ourselves — and we do not — then 
we should go to Christ who does have it and 
who does give it. This is the meaning of Hor- 
atius Bonar, whose words express the same 
thought under a different metaphor: “I heard 
the voice of Jesus say, Behold, I freely give 
the living water, thirsty one, stoop down and 
drink, and live: I came to Jesus, and I drank 
of that life-giving stream; my thirst was 
quench’d, my soul revived, and now I live in 
Him.” 
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In the text, the life-giving change is effected 
by going to Christ as a living stone, chosen of 
God and precious. Christ is the object of our 
faith, the goal of our spiritual journey, the end 
towards which our hearts and minds are drawn, 
the source of our rest, the foundation upon 
which we build. Coming to Christ denotes all 
of these things. It is seeing Christ as the sup- 
plier of our deepest needs and approaching him 
that they may be filled. It is receiving him and 
resting upon him alone as he is offered in the 
gospel. It is living in union with Christ and 
ever finding more of our life in him. He is the 
living foundation who transfuses his life into 
every stone of the building and transforms them 
all into a living organism, the holy temple in- 
habited by God. 

It is the coming to Christ, the belief in him, 
which turns dead stones into living materials 
fit for the building. And, as soon as a union 
is brought about — as the individual stones 
are placed upon the foundation — life shoots 
through the whole; and the result is an amazing 
transformation. “Iron touches magnetized iron 
and becomes magnetic. Stones touch the Stone 
and become jewels” (Meyer, Tried By Fire, pp. 
72, 73). 


3. The Honor of the House Is That of Christ. 

Although Christ, as the living stone, is re- 
jected by many men, those who come to him 
find him chosen of God and “precious” (vv. 4). 
He is the chief and “precious” cornerstone (v. 
6). In both of these verses, the ASV margin has 
the translation “honorable” instead of “pre- 
cious.” This is supported by the Greek language 
Peter uses. 

a. To believers Christ is honorable. Verses 
7 and 8 should be translated as in the ASV and 
its margin: “For you therefore that believe is 
the honor: but for such as disbelieve, The stone 
which the builders rejected, the same was made 
the head of the corner, and, A stone of stumb- 
ling, and a rock of offence; for they stumble 
at the word being disobedient: whereunto also 
they were appointed” (cf. Isa. 8:14). Chris- 
tians hold Christ in honor. He is precious and 
honorable to them, for they place the high value 
upon him that God’s Word does. 

b. Believers in Christ shall not be put to 
shame. “He that believeth on him shall not be 
confounded” (vy. 6). Christians, in other words, 
will find no substantial reason for shame and 
confusion in building upon Christ. Unlike 
those who erect their lives upon sand, they find 
Christ to be the Rock upon which they may 
build with hope and confidence (Matt. 7:24- 


27) . 


In one sense faith is agreeing that Christ is 
as honorable as the Bible says, and finding him 
thus by trust and experience. Archbishop Leigh- 
ton wrote: “And whatsoever are the world’s 
thoughts concerning Christ, that imports not; 
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for they know him not: But you that do indeed 
believe, I dare appeal to yourselves, your own 
faith that you have of him, whether he is not 
precious to you, if you do not really find him 
fully answerable to all that is spoken of him in 
the word, and to all that you have accordingly 
believed concerning him” (Practical Commen 
tary, p. 151). Christ is worth giving up all 
things — if that were necessary — in order to 
obtain him. It would be a poor bargain to ex- 
change him for the whole world. 

c. But those who do not accept him will be 
rejected. Vv. 7, 8. Some do indeed disallow or 
reject Christ. They do not consider him as a 
suitable foundation. His own people, the Jew- 
ish nation, rejected him. The result for all who 
refuse to receive him is disastrous, for he is 
God's choice for the cornerstone. The outcome 
of disallowing God’s own Son is rejection by 
God. Finally to resist God is ultimately to be 
destroyed. 

“For as the firmness and stability of Christ 
is such that it can sustain all who by faith re- 
cumb on him; so his hardness is so great that 
it will break and tear in pieces all who resist 
him. For there is no medium between these two 
things, —- we must either build on him, or be 
dashed against him Here Peter intimates 
that all who receive not Christ as revealed in 
the Gospel, are adversaries to God, and resist 
his word, and also that Christ is to none for 
destruction, but to those who, through head- 
strong wickedness and obstinancy, rush against 
the word of God” (Calvin). 

One's destiny is determined by the response 
he makes to Christ. Coming to Christ imparts 
life, and the spiritual house of God is reared 
as the lively stones are placed one after another 
upon the Living Stone. Rejecting Christ, or un- 
dervaluing him, is the peak of miscalculation. 
One always bears a relation to Christ; he is to 
each person either the chief cornerstone or a 
stone of stumbling and a rock of offence. The 
Lord is a Saviour or a destroyer. To this he has 
been appointed by God. He is the stone that 
supports and gives life, or one that trips and 
crushes. Receive him as the former and build 
upon him, or find him as the latter to your 
eternal regret and shame. 





Can a person remain neutral on this matter 
which God has made of the utmost importance 
in this life? Is Christ a foundation to me, grant- 
ing stability and security? Is he precious to me 
and held in honor by me? In what sense is he 
precious to me? Is there any real unity among 
the people of God that is not achieved in a 
living union with Christ? What are some of the 
foundations upon which other men strive vain- 
ly to erect hopeful and unifying projects? May 
I think of Christ profitably as the architect, 
builder, foundation, and pattern of the spiritual 


house of God? 
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Missionary News 
BRAZIL 


Rev. and Mrs. E. R. Arehart, of the North Brazil 
Mission, returned to the mission field the last 
of February, after a year’s furlough in the United 
States. They are leaving behind their three chil- 
dren: Clara, Robert, and Richard. 


Mr. Arehart is teacher and administrator for 
the Garanhuns Bible Institute. A native of Frank- 
ford, W. Va., he served pastorates in St. Louis 
Presbytery before going out as a missionary. 


Mrs. Arehart, a native of Eldorado, Ark., studied 
at Silliman College, and the Assembly’s Training 
School, and served as Director of Christian Educa- 
tion at the Presbyterian Church in Hopewell, Va. 
In Garanhuns, Brazil, she teaches Bible, English 
and hymnology, directs the school’s choirs, and 
helps with the program of the women’s groups. 


BELGIAN CONGO 


Miss Florence Lewis, of the Congo Mission, is 
scheduled to return on April 1 to Bulape, where 
she is in charge of the Girls’ Home. In addition 
to this she teaches Bible in Sunday Schools, at 
women’s meetings, and at young people’s meetings. 
She is an advisor to the youth movement in the 
Congo Christian Church, and has helped with mis- 
sion evangelistic schools. 


Miss Lewis, who is a native of Lynchburg, Va., 
and calls Pedlar Mills, Va., home, has been a mis- 
sionary to the Congo since 1944. 


* * * * * * 


Miss Charlotte McMurray, of the Congo Mission, 
is scheduled to return to the field after furlough 
in this country on April 1. She is in charge of 
the Girls’ School and Home in Moma. In addition, 
she works with women’s groups throughout the 
area, does evangelistic visitation and Bible teach- 
ing. 


A native of Lynchburg, Va., Miss McMurray is 
a member of the Falling Waters Church, Hedges- 
ville, West Virginia. She is a graduate of Flora 
Macdonald College and Assembly’s Training 
School. 


* * * * * * 


Miss Lucile McElroy, missionary in Lubondai, 
Belgian Congo, is scheduled to leave the U. S. on 
April 14th. She has spent six months of her 
furlough year here and is going now to Belgium 
to study French before proceeding to the Congo. 


Miss McElroy does nursing work as well as 
trains new nurses. She supervises in dispensary 
and wards, and pharmacy, cares for the patients’ 
charts, records, and reports, and supervises in the 
operating rooms. 


She received her A. B. degree from Austin 
College in Sherman, Texas, her nurses training at 
Emory University Hospital, Atlanta, Georgia, and 
studied at the School of Tropical Medicine for 
Nurses in Antwerp, Belgium. She is the daughter 
of missionary parents, and was born in Bibanga, 
Belgian Congo. 
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Miss Margaret Birch McMurry, who has been 
doing medical work for the Presbyterian, U. S., 
Church in Luebo, Congo, is scheduled to arrive 
in this country the latter part of April for her 
regular furlough. 


A native of Brandon, Texas, Miss McMurry re- 
ceived her R. N. degree from the Lubbock General 
Hospital. She went to Africa for the first time 
on 1946. She is a member of the First Presby- 
terian Church, Sweetwater, Texas. 


« * *# * * *« 


Miss Margaret Wood Moore of the Congo Mis- 
sion is scheduled to arrive in this country the lat- 
ter part of April for her regular furlough. She 
has served as medical missionary since 1943, and 
is now working in the hospital at Mutoto. 


Miss Moore is a member of the Carrollton Pres- 
byterian Church of New Orleans. She received a 
B.A. degree, and later a B.S. degree in nursing 
education from the Louisiana State University. 


JAPAN 


Miss Elizabeth McNeill, missionary in Kobe, Ja- 
pan, was scheduled to leave Japan March 28 to re- 
turn to this country for furlough. She will be 
coming home via Europe. 


Miss McNeill went originally to Korea in 1949, 
but due to the war she went to Japan where she 
was officially appointed to service in 1951. Her 
work is largely that of Bible classes in public 
schools and in student associations. Not only does 
she speak to student groups in schools and uni- 
versities but she entertains them in her home and 
corresponds with them. She has also taught an 
early morning Bible class for military personnel. 


A native of Arcadia, Fla., and graduated from 
Flora Macdonald College, she is a member of the 
Presbyterian Church of Daytona Beach, Fla. 


* * * * ae * 


Miss Catherine Fultz, missionary in Kobe, Ja- 
pan, is scheduled to leave Japan, via Europe, on 
March 28 to return to this country for a year of 
furlough. Her service in Japan has been in the 
education area. For three years she taught Bibie 
and English at Kingo College in Nagoya, Japan. 
Later, when appointed as a full time missionary, 
she was stationed at Kobe. Previous to her going 
to Japan, she held positions in week-day religious 
education in Rockingham County, Virginia, and 
did public school teaching in Patrick County, Va. 


Miss Fultz received her B.A. degree from Bridge- 
water College, and her M.A. from Duke University. 
She is a member of Anderson Memorial Presby- 
terian Church, Martinsville, Va. 


* * oe + *” * 


Miss June Lamb, who has been serving as a 
Medical Social Worker at the Yodogawa Christian 
Hospital in Japan, is scheduled to leave Tokyo on 
April 7 to return to this country for furlough. 


Miss Lamb is a native of Asheville, N. C. She 
received her education at Lees-McRae Junior Col- 
lege, Catawba College, the University of North 
Carolina, Assembly’s Training School and St. Louis 
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University. She served with the Waves during 
World War II. She is a member of the Oak Forest 
Presbyterian Church in Asheville, N. C. 





Nashville, Tenn.—(PN)—Mr. and Mrs. Walter 
D. Shepard of our Congo Mission announce the 
birth of a son, Theodore Geddes. He was born 
in Lubondai on March 11. 


The young Master Shepard has three sisters, 
ranging in age from 13 to 2 years. 


Mr. Shepard, a layman, has been engaged in 
educational and industrial work in the Belgian 
Congo since 1957, having been formerly an archi- 
tect in his home town, New Orleans, La. He is 
a graduate of the Tulane University of Architec- 
ture, and also studied at the University of Mich- 
igan with the Reserve Officers Naval Architecture 
Group. He studied for a year at Austin Theological 
Seminary before going to the mission field. 


Mrs. Shepard is the former Carolyn Flagg of 
Gulfport, Miss. She is engaged in the educational 
work of the mission. She attended Gulf Park 
College and the University of Mississippi. The 
Shepards are members of the Napoleon Ave. Pres- 
byterian Church of New Orleans. 





Nashville, Tenn.—(PN)—Mr. and Mrs. Edson 
Johnson of our Mexico Mission announce the birth 
of a son, Paul Crandall, in Mexico City on Jan- 
uary 21. 


Mr. Johnson, a layman who serves as business 
manager and treasurer of the mission in Mexico, 
first went to the field in 1950. He is a native of 
Vancouver, Wash., but calls Richmond, Calif... 
his home. He is a member of First Presbyterian 
Church in Charleston, W. Va. He studied at Clark 
Junior College in Vancouver, the University of 
California at Berkley, and San Francisco Theo- 
logical Seminary, San Anselmo, Calif. 


Mrs. Johnson is the former Sindey Crandall of 
National City, Calif., a graduate of San Diego 
State College, and her church membership is also 
in the First Church of Charleston, W. Va. The 
Johnsons have five other sons and one daughter. 





GEORGIA 
Meeting of General Council 


Atlanta —(PN)— A budget of $9,186,054 for 
the General Assembly benevolence budget of 1960 
was recommended for General approval in April, 
when the General Council met here early in March. 


This is the largest budget ever recommended to 
the Assembly, but it is an increase of just 1.4%, 
or $125,632 over the budget approved for 1959. 


The slight increase “does not indicate that op- 
portunities for increasing work and expanding serv- 
ice are no longer confronting the Assembly’s 
Boards and Agencies, for indeed they are,” the 
Council will tell the Assembly. “However, the 
Council feels that, in spite of these desperate needs, 
it cannot recommend to the Church a substantial 
increase in the General Assembly budget until the 
Church shows through increased giving to General 
Assembly causes its willingness to support such 
an increased budget.” 


During the past year, giving to the Assembly 
causes increased 8% over 1957, but the total of 
$6,693,172 was still only 75% of the Assembly- 
approved budget. Although great needs exist, and 
large segments of proposed programs of mission, 
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evangelistic and other efforts of the Church will 
go un-touched, the Council felt it imperative to 
hold the budget proposed for 1960 closer to the 
probable giving of the members of the Church. 
Chief factor in the gap between budgets and giv- 
ing, the Council stated, was an across-the-board of 
20% voted by the General Assembly of 1957 to 
meet actual needs. The 20% increase was added 
to a budget which had already been expanded by 
Council recommendations, so the net result was 
approximately a 28% increase within the year. It 
became apparent in the 75% level of giving in 
1958 that the Church as a whole had not responded 


fully to the challenge voted by the Assembly 
in 1957. 


The proposed budget, which must now go to 
the Assembly for approval, is divided by the 
Council as follows: 


Board of World Missions $4,530,000 
Board of Church Extension 1,823,644 
Board of Christian Education 889,985 
Board of Annuities and Relief 508,780 
General Fund Agencies: 1,410,000 
Board of Women’s Work $181,200 
The General Council 235,200 
Assembly’s Training School 223,800 
Mountain Retreat Associ- 
ation 180,000 
Committee on TV, Radio, 
Audio-Visuals 200,000 
Stillman College 244,800 
Historical Foundation 40,000 
American Bible Society 48,500 
Presbyterian Foundation 49,000 
Administrative Expense 7,500 
Interchurch Agencies: 23,595 
National Council 10,000 
World Council 8,295 
- Geneva Building 2,100 
Lord’s Day Alliance 1,000 
Religion in American Life 2,000 
Total Budget $9,186,004 


In other action during the two-day session, the 
Council heard detailed reports and recommenda- 
tions on the Sub-Committee on Reserves, a sub- 
committee of the Council’s Budget and Steward- 
ship Committee. The sub-committee is proposing 
that a uniform method of financial reporting be 
adopted by the Council for use of all agencies of 
the Church, and that standardized methods for de- 
termining reserves and operating fund balances 
be set up. Action on the recommendations was 
deferred, pending full consultations and discussions 
of the proposals with the executives and financial 
officers of the agencies of the Church. 


Another Sub-Committee, on an Assembly-Wide 
Campaign for Capital Funds, reported that con- 
sultations had been held with executives of all the 
agencies, and that need was found for such a 
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campaign. The committee therefore recommended, 
and the Council approved a request to the General 
Assembly that the year 1963 be set aside for the 
start of an Assembly-wide campaign to secure 
capital funds for the Assembly’s boards and 
agencies. The goals of the campaign will be set 
by 1961, according to the committee’s recommenda- 
tion. 


Concerning the budget for the present year, 
the Council took note of the fact that acceptance 
by the presbyteries of the Church total only 79% 
of the budget. It then voted to call the attention 
of the Assembly, and through it, of the Church 
to the fact that the Committee on Television, Ra- 
dio and Audio-Visuals has been added to the Gen- 
eral Fund budget for 1959. This sizable amount 
($164,000) will result in serious curtailment of 
the receipts, and hence the work, of the General 
Fund agencies unless special effort is made by the 
Church to give support to the General Fund. There 
are now nine agencies in the Fund — The Board 
of Women’s Work, the General Council, Historical 
Foundation, Montreat, Presbyterian Foundation, 
American Bible Society, Stillman, TRAV, and the 
Assembly’s Training School. 


The Program Committee of the Council brought 
recommendations concerning the 1960 and 1961 
Calendars for the Church Year, including monthly 
emphasis, special weeks and special days. And for 
1963, the Council recommends an emphasis on 
“Our Unity in Christ.” It also reiterated approval 
of a Dec. 27-30, 1960 date for the Seventh Quad- 
rennial Youth Convention on World Missions. 


From the Publicity Committee, the Council ap- 
proved for General Assembly consideration a rec- 
ommendation to all the churches that they make 
use of the Assembly in Brief, which reports in 
condensed form the actions of each Assembly. 


In another action, the Council recommended to 
the Assembly the re-election as executive secretary, 
associate secretary and secretary of publicity, re- 
spectively, Dr. J. G. Patton, Dr. Bob S. Hodges, Jr., 
and Bluford B. Hestir. Election as secretary of 
stewardship for the first time was recommended 
for the Rev. James V. Johnson, Jr. 





ALABAMA 


Shorter — (PN) — The Rev. Keeran C. Willis 
of Shorter, has been given the Scouter’s Award 
for outstanding service in Boy Scout work. The 
award was presented at a recent meeting of the 
Tukabatchee Area Council, meeting in Montgomery. 


Mr. Willis is pastor of the Calebee, Woodland, 
and Ramsey Memorial Presbyterian Churches in 
the Macon County Larger Parish. The award was 
presented to him for his three years’ service as 





20TH CENTURY 
DRAMA ON THE 
MISSION FIELDS 
| OF THE WORLD 


————- FILMED IN BRILLIANT COLOR. ——— 


| JUNDU SON OF AFRICA 


'\ The dramatic story of a Zulu youth whose dark- / 
ness was deeper than his pagan past — and 
who found the light brighter than Africa's 

/ dawning. (28 minutes) 


PLENTEQUS HARVEST — 


\ PTL evangelists reap a “harvest of souls” as | 
they sweep across Kenya and the Congo in a 
thrilling campaign captured for you on film. 

(15 minutes) 


CONTINENT IN FERMENT — ; 


Africa’s majestic natural beauty provides a 
triking contrast to the paganism and violence 
of the human heart. See PTL teams reach Mau 
Maus with the Gospel. (11 minutes) 


CRISIS IN ASIA — 


A fast-moving, revealing glimpse of Asia’s 
trouble spots — China, Japan, Formosa, Korea. 
. (20 minutes) 















¢ These 16mm sound color films are! 
available on a free-will offering basis. 
Write for bookings to: 
- ALFRED A. KUNZ, INTERNATIONAL DIRECTOR 
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institutional representative of Boy Scout Troup 
135 at Shorter. He has also served for the past 
two years as Cub Master of Cub Scout Pack 135. 





John Arrington 


Mr. John Arrington departed from our midst 
February 9, 1959 to take his place among the 
saints who belong not to time but the Ages. We, 
the Session of the Catherine Presbyterian Church, 
wish to pay tribute to the exemplary life he mani- 
fested as he went about doing good in the Chris- 
tian life and service for others. 


Mr. Arrington displayed his Christianity in var- 
ious and numerous ways but the most outstanding 
in his Christian service was evident in an attitude 
of humbleness and the quiet manner in which he 
moved about to serve others. As an elder of the 
Church he adequately filled this sacred office, and 
by the holiness of his walk and conversation was 
an example to the flock. 


We feel that our lives have been made richer 
by the association with one who always showed a 
real interest and concern for the advancement of 
God’s Kingdom. 


Therefore, be it resolved by the Session of the 
Catherine Presbyterian Church: 


1. That while we regret the loss of our friend 
and co-worker, we bow with’ humble submis- 
sion to the will of Him who does all things 
well, knowing that our loss is His eternal 
gain. 


i) 


. That we acknowledge the goodness of God 
in giving to our church and community the 
testimony of his devoted Christian life. 


3. That we extend our sincere and heartfelt 
sympathy to his wife and children. 


4. That these resolutions be recorded in the 
minutes of the session, that a copy be sent 
cto his wife and that a copy be published in 
the Southern Presbyterian Journal, also a 
copy sent to the Stated Clerk of Tuscaloosa 
Presbytery. 


—O. A. Weltsie, Ch. 
Session of Catherine Presbyterian Ch. 
Catherine, Alabama 





GEORGIA 


Cherok-> Presbytery received into its member- 
ship two new ministers at a called meeting held 
in Rome on March 19th. The Rev. Raymond Ball, 
former pastor of the Wee Kirk Presbyterian 
Church, Atlanta, Ga., has been called to the pas- 
torate of Westminster Presbyterian Church at 
Rome, and he will be installed by a Commission 
of Presbytery on Sunday, April 12th, at 7:30 P.M. 


The Rev. Warren Gaw, former pastor of the 
First Presbyterian Church, York, S. C., has been 
called to the pastorate of the First Presbyterian 
Church, Rome, Ga., and he will be installed by a 
Commission of Presbytery on Sunday, April 19th, 
at 7:30 P.M. 


The Rev. W. B. Hood, former pastor of the 
Rockmart Presbyterian Church, was dismissed to 
the Birmingham Presbytery, where he is to serve 
as Executive Secretary of that Presbytery. 


Robert C. Pooley, Jr. 
Stated Clerk 
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Death of Elder R. M. Fleming 


Whereas Almighty God in His infinite wisdom 
saw fit on January 19, 1959 to call to his heavenly 
home R. M. Fleming, of the First Presbyterian 
Church, Camilla, Georgia; 


And whereas: for 48 years he was an active 
elder of this church and Clerk of Session for over 
16 years; and always deeply interested in the ad- 
vancement of the Kingdom of God; 


And whereas: he has manifested his Christian 
character through regular attendance of the serv- 
ices of this church, and has given it the leadership 
that it needed throughout his life, serving as Sun- 
day School Superintendent for 25 years; 


And whereas: his exemplary Christian walk and 
conversation in this community has had a marked 
influence for good on all with whom he came in 
contact; 


Therefore— Be it resolved: That we bow in 
humble submission to the will of the Heavenly 
Father, rejoicing that God has permitted us these 
years of association with this servant of His, and 
sorrowing that we shall see him no more in the 
flesh; 


Furthermore, we resolve: That by the help of 
the God whom he worshipped, we shall strive in 
the future to be more true to the heritage of the 
Christian Faith. 

—Charles A. Schism, Moderator 
—wW. J. Fleming, Clerk 





LOUISIANA 


New Orleans — (PN) — Pursuant to thei 
fight to stamp out gambling and to insist on law 
enforcement, the Greater New Orleans Federation 
of Churches proclaimed March 8 as a day of 
prayer throughout Louisiana. 


Congregations on that day prayed for “morality, 
righteousness and integrity in government.” 


The Rev. Max Ecke, Jr., pastor of Claiborne 
Avenue Presbyterian Church, and the Rev. George 
H. Ricks, Regional Director of Christian Education, 
were among the 25 ministers from all over the 
state who are a part of the anti-gambling crusade 
along with the Greater New Orleans Federation 
of Churches. The Rev. Walter D. Langtry, pastor 
of the Presbyterian Church of the Covenant, is 
providing a large part of the leadership for the 
ministers crusade as president of the Greater New 
Orleans Federation. 


The day of prayer followed closely behind the 
day in late February when the ministers went be- 
fore the Governor, Earl K. Long, with a proposed 
six-point program of law enforcement that would 
force the governor to ask malfeasance charges 
against sheriffs and police officials who fail to 
suppress gambling and other “related vices’. 


The program the churchmen asked Gov. Lone 
to accept and support was: 


1. That Louisaia state police may not choose 
to enforce some laws while they ignore violations 
of others. 


2. That upon receiving complaints of law vio- 
lations, state police shall refer them to local au- 
thorities for action and thereafter shall investigate 
to determine whether the local authorities have 
taken action. 


3. That if local authorities have not taken cor- 
rective action, state police shall investigate, make 
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arrests and present evidence to district attorneys 
for prosecution. 


4. If it is determined that a sheriff or police 
administrator has failed to suppress law violations 
after they have been reported, the governor “shall 
call upon the district attorney of the appropriate 
parish to initiate proceedings before the district 
court in accordance with the laws of Louisiana 
for the purpose of determining whether the failure 
to act by the sheriff or other police administrator 
constitutes malfeasance in office”. 


5. If the parish district attorney fails to initiate 
proceedings, the governor shall call upon the at- 
torney general of Louisiana to take the action. 


6. State police shall confiscate any gambling 
paraphernalia or other evidence and hold it for 
court trial and all slot machines shall be confiscated 
and destroyed. 


“It is our belief,’ the ministers said, “that this 
policy accepted and enforced will aid materially 
in the decrease of all lawlessness and in the cre- 
ation of a righteous state.” 





New Orleans — (PN) — The congregation of 
Woodland Presbyterian Church held their first 
services in new facilities on March 15. 


The pastor, the Rev. Fred C. Low conducted 
the first worship service in the new $80,000 first- 
unit edifice. The inaugural sermon was preached 
by the Rev. F. Ray Biddle, pastor of the Lakevierv 
Presbyterian Church. 


Services have been held in the Algiers Presby- 
terian Church while the congregation awaited con- 
struction of their educational unit. The church 
was organized in October of 1958. 


The new unit contains auditorium and class- 
rooms. Future plans call for construction of a 
sanctuary adjacent to the present unit, and a 
second classroom building. The plant will be con- 
structed on the 240 by 240 foot lot. The new 
unit has a seating capacity of 250, approximately 
double the present number of members. 





New Orleans — (PN) — A newly installed 
twelve rank pipe organ was dedicated in a special 
Sunday afternoon service at the Gentilly Presby- 
terlan Church here on March 15. 


Mrs. Robert Lien, church organist and junior 
organist choir director, presented a recital on the 
two-manual organ at the dedicatory service. The 
Rev. Albert Link, pastor, officiated at the service. 





NORTH CAROLINA 


Burlington — (PN) — Funeral services were 
conducted here March 18 at the First Presbyterian 
Church for Ralph M. Holt, 61, a trustee of David- 
son College. 


Mr. Holt was president of Holt Hosiery Mills, 
Inc., and a director of the National Association 
of Hosiery Manufacturers. 


He died March 15 in Ft. Lauderdale, Fla., after 
being stricken with a heart attack a few hours 
earlier that afternoon while on a boat trip. 


A native of Durham, he moved to Burlington 
with his family when he was seven years old. He 
was educated at Trinity College, George Wash- 
ington University, and Pace School of Accounting. 
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3 MANUAL PILCHER with 22 ranks for 
sale. Console has been recently re 
wired, chests need releathering. Avail- 
able now: $1000 or best offer. Write 
Donald R. Mathis, First Presbyterian 
Church, St. Petersburg, Florida. 








He is survived by his wife, the former Margaret 
Nelson McElwee of Rock Hill, S. C., one daughter, 
Mrs. James L. McCormick, and one son, Ralph M. 
Holt, Jr., all of Burlington. He is also survived 
by four grandchildren, five brothers, two sisters, 
and his step-mother, Mrs. R. E. L. Holt of this city. 





Charleston, S. C.—(PN)—The first workshop in 
the field of Church recreation conducted for South 
Carolina Presbyterians was held at Camp Harmony, 
Feb. 26-28. It was attended by 112 persons, in- 
cluding some from Georgia and North Carolina. 


The workshop was planned by a special Steering 
Committee on Church Recreation, headed by Miss 
Jessie Hodges, director of Christian education at 
the Second Presbyterian Church of Charleston. 


Outstanding leaders were on the faculty to con- 
duct practical work-groups in many phases of church 
and family recreation. Mr. Bob Fakkema of As- 
sembly’s Training School, Richmond, Va.., recog- 
nized as one of the outstanding leaders in the field 
of Church recreation, conducted a course on party 
planning. He also led the entire group in a 
stimulating discussion of the Philosophy of Church 
Recreation. Mr. Fakkema has been a director of 
recreation in some of the strategic churches of the 
Assembly and is director of the Assembly’s Recre- 
ation Workshop held annually at NaCoMe, Tenn. 


Mr. Glenn Bannerman, who teaches recreation 
at ATS, and nationally prominent in his field, con- 
ducted a course in Church and family night recre- 
ation planning for specific age groups. 


Miss Hodges, who also shares in the planning 
of the Assembly Workshop, led a course in Folk 
Games and Simple Square Dancing. She was as- 
sisted by the Rev. Francis M. Womack, Jr., a 
leader of youth work and recreation in Enoree 
Presbytery Mr. Womack serves the Trinity and 
McCarter Presbyterian Churches in the Greenville 
area. 


A course in handcrafts for leisure, for Church 
schools and camps, was led by the Rev. Ben L. 
Collins, director of youth camps in Enovee Presby- 
tery and pastor of the First Presbyterian Church, 
Woodruff. The Rev. S. Wylie Hogue, minister to 
students at Clemson College, directed the group 
singing. 


Other members of the steering committee, who 
assisted Miss Hodges, Mr. Collins, and Mr. Womack, 
are: the Rev. W. C. Rhodes, pastor of the St. 
Stephen Presbyterian Church, St. Stephen, S. C.; 
the Rev. Richard G. Laurens, pastor of the West- 
minster Presbyterian Church, Charleston; Mr. W. 
Ted Jones, associate regional director of Christian 
education for the Synod of South Carolina, Colum- 
bia; and Mrs. W. B. Todd, Jr., of Anderson. 


Additional features of the workshop at Camp Har- 
mony included interest groups in conference recre- 
ation, campcrafts and camp recreation, handcrafts, 
recreation in small churches and resources for 
recreational materials. 


Recreation for the entire group in attendance 
at the conference was held each evening unde: 
dirction of Mr. Fakkema and Mr. Bannerman. 
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